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Eugene Willging 
BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—APRIL SELECTION 
Keith, Agnes Newton. Three Came Home. 


Apr. 1947. 317p. $3.00. 


Three Came Home tells the story the author, her hus- 
band and their little son, from the hectic days inde- 
cision, fear and destruction before the “Rising Sun” 
invaded North Borneo until their liberation from the 
prison camp, three years later the famous Ninth Aus- 
tralian Division, landed the American Fleet. was 
written during these tragic years little bits 
was sewed into garments, stuffed into empty cans, buried 
the prison grounds, even concealed the latrines 
avoid detection during the innumerable searches made 
the Japanese authorities. These, for the most part, were 
stupid investigators, yet, times, thorough that hardly 
the camp the human body, was left 
unexplored. 


author and her son, born 1940, were finally in- 
Kuching with other mothers and their children, 
nuns who remained their stations and with women 
who either refused leave their husbands who delayed 
their evacuation too long. nearby camp the men 
were confined. For wife husband look one 
another’s wasting forms, through the barbed wire barriers, 
was considered one the greatest crimes. 


Three Came Home men and women achieve times 
the best that man, and again, fall into the lowest that 
isin beasts. tells prison life, cradled muck, bedded 
filth and kept alive warmed-up garbage. 
daring conquests, food smuggling and its con- 
stant vicious reprisals the part the authorities well 
the part one’s own fellow prisoners. tale 
heroic mothers, begging, stealing, fighting for food that 
their young may live, while they themselves hungry. 


these pages beriberi with its purple festering sores, 
high wasting malarial fevers without the antidote, quinine, 
starvation hastened and discomforted dysentery, Jap- 
anese bestial brutality, prisoners’ wild-eyed greed, bitter- 
ness and hatred stalk again painful reality. not 
pleasant picture but one taken from life, or, rather 
from the struggle for life. This picture cannot bright- 
ened even the author’s deft touches humor. For 
between the humorous lines lives the reality heartsick- 
ness. One can easily detect the agonizing, almost mad- 
dening, silent screams futility, hopelessness and even 
despair, reverberating the hollow shells human 
skeletons, that once lived, tasted food and experienced 
the happiness human love. 


this book the author has attempted the impossible and 
with little success, yet the final analysis the impos- 
sibility becomes more evident. For those who have not 
experienced the nauseating sufferings and the spiritual 
frustration P.O.W.; those who have never felt the 
brutality men war, this story will seem incredible, 
merely the vagaries weakening mind; while those 
who have lived war prisoners, whose faces have been 
spat upon, kicked, punched, smashed rifle butts; 
those whose stomachs have been shrunk bellies 
bloated, whose groins and rumps have trembled from the 
sting hobnailed boots, this story has not given the full 
account, which, reality, can never told, because 
words are powerless so. 


The true meaning this book may easily lost the 
For the mature and discerning individual, 
was written, the author 
want others shudder with 
fought 


immature. 
has deep spiritual message. 
says: “for horror war. 
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Keith Bloy Best 


one war for him prison camp. survives because 
me. belongs peace. remind him that better 
give more and have less—and keep the peace— 
speak indifferently ‘the next war’. there hate, 
for hateful qualities, not nations. there love, 
because this alone kept alive and sane” (p. 1). 


Three Came Home presents motive powerful enough 
organize people even for peace helping them under- 
stand the unifying qualities love contrast the 
destructive ones hate. 

Arthur North, 


University Scranton 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—MARCH SELECTION 
Bloy, Leon. Pilgrim the Absolute. Edited 


Raissa Maritain with introduction Jacques 
Maritain. Translated John Coleman and Harry 
Lorin Binsse. Pantheon. Mar. 21, 1947. 358p. 


$3.50. 


These selections from the voluminous writings Leon 
Bloy are arranged with the purpose introducing Bloy 
the man and Bloy the writer. After two autobiographical 
sections, The Thankless Beggar and Marchenoir, the rest 
the book devoted the several themes which 
Bloy frequently returned: Art, the bourgeois man, 
modern Christians, Salvation through the Jews, Sanctity, 
Suffering. Bloy did not permit himself the luxury 
careful artistic composition; erupted. hated and 
cursed volubly mediocrity any field, religious secular. 
termed himself the pilgrim the Absolute, intending 
that convey his own preoccupation with Eternity 
and his devastating contempt for any other preoccupation 
with the things time and the contingencies ordinary 
human existence. extraordinary figure wielded 
truly extraordinary influence the French Catholic Re- 
vival. 

Bloy, the man, chose poverty with fine disregard the 
opinion his fellow-men, and, apparently, with 
equally fine disregard personal suffering for himself and 
for his family. embraced and was his 
peculiar lot that did not have seek it, for found 
the depths his spirit and attracted naturally 
from others. chose artistic isolation order express 
freely the feelings that tortured him, rather than be- 
come respectable through slavery artistic convention. 
was impatient, mightily impatient, even with God. 


The first and most obvious characteristic Bloy 
writer his violence, violence that very often vulgar. 
spends itself and never exhausted, seeming per- 
petuate itself means some hidden and interior power 
self-renewal. Never subtle, leaves misunder- 
standing possible regard the depth and extent his 
towering indignation nor regard the miserable victim 
his volcanic rage. 


This quality his has led some see Bloy sort 
modern prophet. There may external similarity, 
but all resemblance ceases there. Bloy’s contempt, his 
vituperation, are indiscriminating. Not that attacks 
sins excesses where finds them, regarding not the 
person the guilty, but that attacks with utter 
disregard the justice the attack. The wealthy, be- 
cause they are wealthy, are usurers, debauched, irreli- 


gious; the saying Christ about the rich and the needle’s 
eye taken with fanatical literalness. shouts his re- 
spect for the priesthood, and excoriates priests because 
his tortured imagination they not live the ideal 
the priesthood. The basis his attack some small 
detail, culled random from gossip newspaper notices, 
which immediately expanded into enormous vice. 
Thus Cardinal Richard left income one hundred 
thousand francs, and implication avaricious man 
(cf. pp. priest, who happened own 
few hunting dogs, practically condemned damna- 
tion. Another, evidently more careful the fulfillment 
his obligations than Bloy, presumed instruct con- 
vert sent him Bloy; when the convert did not 
severe through the instructions, Bloy accuses the priest 
monstrous actions, and asserts that would not want 
the deathbed that priest (cf. 61). When 
dict proposed peace conference between the 
ent powers during the first world war, and did not exempt 
ing his flock, unworthy successor the Apostles (cf. 
88). The play Bloy’s poisoned imagination very 
often offensive, when undertakes interpolate into 
the prayers woman, whose only offense that she 
sells religious articles, mockery based her 
interest. Even St. Bernard, passage whose theological 
implications reach heighths morbid confusion, 
demned for not leading personally the Crusade which 
preached. For this omission, saint Christ is, 
will judged the Spirit Love—and condemned 
(cf. 321). 

Art, according Bloy, matter the imagination, it: 
master faculty (cf. 106) and this faculty 
and passionately anarchic. lives upon its own sub 
stance; and any gauge laughable when applied thi 
whimsical devotee the Infinite (p. concep 
Art, perhaps, explains much the contradiction 
Bloy, and explains why he, the devotee the Absolute 
could cavalierly dispense himself from the ordinar 
obligations life (such supporting his family) 
from the ordinary injunctions charity, justice and 
cency. 

This not light accusation, but the fact that 
evident from the extremely sympathetic apology 
Leon Bloy the preface Maritain. 
the difficulty, Maritain asks: you account fo: 
Bloy’s personal attacks? violence, his injustice 
ward this man that?” (p. reply first insist 
that Bloy was incapable seeing and judging them 
selves individuals and particular circumstances. 
kind artistic abstraction every event and every 
was transposed from its concrete setting into “pur 
symbol some devouring spiritual reality”. Later 
admits that Bloy’s love God showed itself none 
charitable colors (italics mine), and that his zeal 
Justice, which was really Leon Bloy’s 
seemed somewhat neglect the moral virtue the 
name. This apology amazing the 
Bloy, for answers nothing, explains nothing, but 

reaffirms the contradictions Bloy himself. 


Without calling into question the sincerity Bloy’s fait! 
his service God, one may very well question 
reliability witness prophet the modern world 
His intense nationalism (and seems look upo 
France chosen nation much the same way thi 
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Jewish nation was chosen), his disregard the routine 
virtues and duties, while sincere enough, are not animated 
with Christian spirit. His preoccupation with the Abso- 
lute (which finds echo the questionable asceticism 
Bernanos) does not absolve him his evident and 
serious faults. could complain that he, more than 
another, needed justice (p. 44), might well have tem- 
pered his excesses with justice. He, who presumed sit 
judgment the world, should not complain others 
judge him. 

Charles Denecke, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


$20,000 DOUBLEDAY PRIZE NOVEL AWARD 


Wynd, Oswald. Black Fountains. Doubleday. 
Mar. 13, 1947. 374p. $2.75. 


The scene this novel Japan. the fall 1938 Omi, 
daughter the prominent Tokyo banker Sada Tetsukoshi, 
returns home after having spent her college years the 
eastern United States. She very Americanized, and her 
family, succumbing the upsurge nationalism conse- 
quent upon the war China, are more Japanese than 
they had been when Omi left home. Her sister Senta 
jealous her sophisticated independence; her old nurse- 
maid Akashi san, although solicitous always, manifests 
stolid disapproval Omi’s smoking and cosmetics and 
devilish American ways; while her father both astounded 
and enraged that she should have the temerity refuse 
even see Ishii, son Baron Sagami, whom had 
arranged for her marry. 


her desperation, Omi imprudently flouts her family 
and her Japanese heritage, cultivating (but refusing 
marry) Peter Jones, young Englishman, and associating 
with the “liberal” element among her countrymen, not- 
ably Countess Kamaibashi, who had travelled the West 
and engaged spreading the doctrines birth control 
Japan. Through the Countess she meets Teki Kato, 
the brilliant young violinist whose playing she has ad- 
mired; and also her official suitor Ishii Sagami who, her 
astonishment, turns out very decent and civilized 
chap, wounded veteran the China War. When the 
Countess arrested because her subversive birth control 
campaign, Omi falls under suspicion and narrowly escapes 
jail. way punishment she sent for period 
solitude her family’s villa Mount Rokko behind 
Kobe, where the company the faithful Akashi san 
she reads, thinks and writes about her country’s history 
and political destiny. Teki, now drafted into the Army 
and his artistic career ruins, secretly visits Omi and 
they commit fornication. 

Meanwhile Ishii visits very remarkable and pernicious 
uncle his who Abbot the Monastery the Rock 
some remote area. Cynical, homosexual and possessed 
extraordinary personal magnetism, uses his position 
religious authority front for political intrigue. 
plans underground movement which operate 
craft and violence national scale after the defeat 
Japan, which has clearly foreseen since Harbor. 
needs Ishii’s help his movement, called 
“Resistance Peace,” and Ishii drawn reluctantly but 
into his uncle’s scheme. 

Omi, now back with her family Tokyo, learns with 
sorrow that Teki has been killed the war, and eventu- 


Wynd Lewis 


ally she marries They have child, and when the 
full fury American bombing hits Tokyo and 
mother killed, Ishii persuades Omi take their child 
his country place for safety, where rejoin them. 
But when the war ends finds himself totally dominated 
his uncle and, threatened with murder unless co- 
operates, chooses “honorable” suicide, leaving writ- 
ten instructions for the exposure and capture the 
Omi obtains the papers but has kill her old nursemaid 
because Akashi san turns out have been one 
the Abbot’s many disciples and ruthlessly opposes 
Omi. This cold blooded murder bitterly regretted 
Omi and she recognizes her own guilt which reaches far 
back into the previous actions her life. After har- 
rowing escape Omi, obedience her dead husband’s 
instructions well the dictates her conscience, 
finally succeeds reaching members the American 
occupation force and delivers the papers which spell the 
doom the Abbot’s nationalistic and anti-democratic plot. 


The youthful author this story was born Japan 
Scottish parents and was for some time citizen that 
country, his last residence there being concentration 
camp prisoner war. Consequently some readers 
may feel disappointed that with this unusual background 
for balanced appraisal the Japanese should come 
forth with conventional tract that boils down the 
“good Japanese” and the “bad Japanese.” The military 
clique which led Japan its ruin was unquestionably 
bad, but surely the problems underlying its rise and fall 
are more complex than one would imagine from reading 
this book. 

Considered, however, simply story written amuse, 
Mr. Wynd’s first novel has much recommend it. The 
narrative interest sustained throughout, and has the 
knack inveigling the reader’s curiosity about his charac- 
ters from page one onward. Profanity occurs here and 
there (e.g. 285, 344), and illicit love affair 
sordid business (p. 173-5), this extent the book not 
adapted the immature reader. Yet taking and 
large, Mr. Wynd head and shoulders over number 
better known writers could name when comes 
turning out fiction that one can read with pleasure. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Lewis, The Abolition Man. 
Apr. 1947. $1.25. 


These three lectures are devoted answering problem 
raised statement textbook English literature, 
the effect that all our language suffers from un- 
avoidable confusion. appear saying something 
very important about something: and actually are only 
saying something about our own feelings” (p. 
out revealing the authors the textbook, nor even its 
name, Mr. Lewis discusses the educational problem raised 
this attitude. 

direct challenge the doctrine objective value, 
that our feelings are responses disapproval approval 
world real things, and that our feelings, while not 
themselves subject reason, are naturally recognized 
harmony out harmony with reason. This 


Macmillan. 


doctrine objective value heritage the ages, and 


me 
} 
“ 
1 pur 
ater 
is 


has remained the dubious privilege the moderns sub- 
stitute for the fallacy that the world feeling and the 
world facts are independent each other. evi- 
dent, each position supposes concept man, what 
and his relations the world experience. With 
faultless reasoning Mr. Lewis shows that the modern and 
more less popular view, first all destroys all concept 
value, and winds destroying man himself, mak- 
ing him victim the very forces that has tried 
release. Ethics becomes mere instinct, and man ceases 
moral; treated mere “natural object” who 
stood gain and the being that sacrificed are one and 
the same. becomes merely the raw material mere 
appetite without reason. Becoming one with brute nature 
loses everything. 
The problem here for education clear—or better for 
teachers, for discussions must concern themselves not with 
abstractions but with the individuals concerned. will 
recommend itself teachers, and any one who has 
child taught. 

Charles Denecke, J., 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Wells, Evelyn. Jed Blaine’s Woman. Doubleday. 


Mar. 27, 1947. 410p. $3.00. 


the 19th Century came the surge which expanded the 
hitherto slowly growing United States across continent 
and gave one the major phenomena American 
history—the opening the West. One the first and 
more romantic episodes this saga was the opening 
California, recent prize war and considered almost 
valueless. this first development California three 
things and three dates were important—in 1849 there was 
the gold rush, 1859 financial ruin accompanied the end 
gold mining and 1869 came the discovery the 
fabulous Comstock silver lode and the coming the 
railroad which linked California with the 
these affairs and these dates, including the two decades 
between, that Miss Wells writes weaving her romance 
strong man and wilful woman, the passion and 
hatred and love between them. 

Keziah (Ketsy) Denridge was the product material 
tradition and parsimonious wealth, shallow, grasping, 
narrow-minded wench, who was permitted know noth- 
ing life beyond her home and little life within its 
walls. Motherless and the fruit her father’s age she 
had been reared pre-Victorian prudery simpering 
great-aunt and vicious distant cousin, 
Clarissa. her eighteenth birthday she learned that 
her proposed wed Clarissa and the image what 
life would like under that regime drove her desperate 
and foolish action. She had heard Jed Blaine offer 
take her father’s cargo aboard the Flying Star California 
and had heard her father refuse the offer. Boarding the 
Flying Star she offered Jed the commission her father’s 
name (not knowing that the deal had been concluded 
several hours earlier) exchange for loan that would 
permit her acquire sufficient education become 
school teacher and free herself Clarissa’s tyranny. Hun- 
gering for her, Jed kept her aboard until the ship had 
sailed and then wed her, marriage which Ketsy thought 
invalid and mock until she learned its validity several 
years later. 


Wells Murphy 
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five months voyage southward, around the Horn and 
then northward brought them California where 
shamed but still not too well educated Ketsy learned, 
through the medium Clarissa’s vicious correspondence, 
that her father had disowned her. Arriving San Fran- 
cisco they learned the gold strike. Crew and captain 
deserted leaving Jed with worthless ship and cargo. 
Selling the ship and leaving Ketsy with the Widow Foss 
Jed set out recoup his losses. returned when Ketsy 
learned her pregnancy and took her crude cabin 
mountain mining camp where their first son was 
born with only Jed’s attendance. Then for twenty years 
there was strife and struggle and passion between Jed and 
Ketsy. Wealth and children came the pair but never 
peace and understanding. Jed was moved always his 
vision for California, new free land equal oppor- 
tunity, great new addition the Union. Ketsy neither 
would nor could share that vision for her view was nar- 
rowed the limits her own interests, children, home, 
wealth, possessions. But finally Jed succeeded his am- 
bitions and Ketsy succeeded understanding and loving 
him. 


San Francisco and California, gold and silver strikes, the 
coming the railroad, Vigilantes and politics are ably 
handled the backdrop for this story romance. 
big, free, bursting country, one for men and for adventure, 
California gave liberally wealth and toil all who 
struggled for them. Only when Ketsy burst the bonds 
her own shallow interests could she become part and 
glory her husband’s achievements the development 
this new land. Miss Wells has written 
story capably save for one major fault and several minor. 
Try she will Ketsy can never quite made come 
alive. Even her surrender the knowledge Jed’s 
worth she remains prim, prudish, shallow and wooden. 
She awkward character and remains unlifelike 
the end. Objectionable features include justification 
vigilante-ism, sanctioning brutal duel because 
sity and some confused ideas the worth hatred. 
together the book seems suitable for adults. 


Murphy, Edward Pere Antoine. Doubleday. 


Mar. 1947. 304p. $2.50. 


the jacket this novel find the following 
ment: 


much legend has been woven into the facts, and 
many the facts themselves are elusive, that 
account Pére Antoine, came known along 
the delta, might have almost much accuracy 
detailed and even scholarly study. 


Hence this book story, and not historical record 
not about the real person, whom only God knows 
but about padre conjured out the realm 
might-have-been. have taken the liberty calling 
imaginary hero Pére Antoine and versing him 
the situations that the bellicose and benignant 
truly had face. Beyond that, any resemblance 
the original accidental the truth itself not 
frequently turns out be. 


Such warning order; but there similar state 
ment permanent form the book itself. Those whe 
will read the book without the benefit the jacket state 
ment will have indication that the tale 
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one historical novel with solid basis fact. This 
reviewer hopes that many will conclude that the story 
imaginary and not historical, for historical novel pre- 
senting Pére Antoine the book leaves much desired. 
Whether will not, when author selects his- 
torical character (as Pére Antoine is) and places him 
events historical occurrence, even though proclaiming 
his story make-believe has definite obligations 
that character. The distortion character based 
acter. 

order explain seeming inconsistency Pére An- 
toine, the author adopts fictional device having Fray 
Antonio Sedella (later called Pére Antoine the New 
World) enter the Capuchin monastery the immediate 
aftermath love affair (adolescent and platonic) 
which the girl Anglice chose Antoine’s best friend since 
she realized, better than Antoine, that his true calling was 
the priesthood which had always aspired prior 
their meeting. Although Antoine regarded this love for 
Anglice temptation which had succumbed and 
which must expiated the most rigorous methods, 
yet throughout his life constantly has nostalgic recol- 
lections Anglice whose “maiden hand once met 
his book prayer old Granada” (p. 304). The 
rigorism encouraged his novice-master carried into 
his pastoral duties Louisiana, adding authori- 
tarian attitude which regarded the State wholly sub- 
servient the Church. The most notable instance the 
author develops that indicating his responsibility for 
the disastrous fire 1788 refusal have the church 
bells rung Good Friday. Father Murphy’s portrayal 
Pére Antoine’s actions were often seemingly hypocritical, 
covered with the false gilt Gospel quotation justifica- 
tion, rather than actions flowing naturally out chari- 
table mind and heart. 

Then, disciplinary measure, ordered back 
Spain. shipboard learns the principles democ- 
racy from colorful Irish adventurer, substantiating for 
himself (in the best Deus machina tradition) the philo- 
sophical and theological bases human dignity from the 
works St. Thomas Aquinas, the only items, besides his 
breviary, had managed save from the great fire. 
After spending some years Spain returned again 
New Orleans, much more kindly man, firm believer 
human freedom. Now, fact, veers much 
the other side that was even guilty allowing, through 
investigation, some ministers 
Calvin’s translation the Bible among his parishioners. 
Yet, the close the novel, Bishop Dubourg believes 
that good man made better experience”. 


several points the author has left open 
criticism. The recurrent theme the lost “Anglice” will 
misinterpreted immature readers be- 
lieve Father Murphy’s intention show Anglice 
deliberately Antonio order his en- 
trance into the religious Then, the ad- 
visability introducing St. Thomas strongly support 


Independence, since more than doubtful that his 
works those Bellarmine were known the writers. 
Secondly, might questioned whether St. Thomas 
were that well known and accepted the Capuchins 
the late 1790’s that Fray Antonio would have been 
allowed transport set books with him. 


Strained 


Thomas Editors “Look” 


similes and other figures speech are multiple, e.g., upon 
his entrance New Orleans “he found his interest cap- 
tured flock brown pelicans flying shape and 
flapping their wings unison. saw them figure 
his own well-organized plans soaring victorious above 
hazards” (p. 64-5). Before concluding, might point 
out the reader interested investigating the history 
the period and seeing Pére Antoine more favorable 
light the article “The Capuchins Lower Louisiana” 
Claude Vogel, O.M.Cap., which appeared the 
Eighteenth Annual Report the Franciscan Educational 
Conference (Santa Barbara, Calif.), 198-233. 


* 


Thomas, Norman. Appeal the Nations. Holt. 


Mar. 27, 1947. 175p. $2.75. 


the first chapters this thoughtfully written book 
find such statements the following: “There evi- 
dence that Roosevelt sought partnership [with England 
and Russia] the basis principles and plans com- 
patible with brave new world. Rather Teheran, 
Cairo, and Yalta played devious role game 
power politics which the interests London and Mos- 
cow were sharply opposed. played that game ap- 
peasement and secrecy complete that important 
commitments made him were never known until after 
his death” (p. 13). view the present plight our 
nation, one can argue with such statements, even 
though they could hardly made safely few months ago. 


The later chapters, however, are the important ones. Two 
the best, chapters and 11, deal respectively with 
“The Minimum Price Peace: Disarmament”, and “The 
Minimum Price Peace: Liquidation Imperialism”. 
Such chapters are timely today’s newspaper. 
impossible here present the arguments advanced sup- 
port his five main requirements for peace, but here are 
the requirements themselves: The universal abolition 
universal peacetime conscription; complete demilitariza- 
tion narrow waterways; reduction all national forces 
the number required maintain internal order; inter- 
national control atomic energy for peace, not war; and 
specific provisions for international security. Each 
these demands bolstered many good reasons. 
blunt language, Mr. Thomas says: “Let men get rid 
militarism and imperialism, and they will have laid sure 
foundation for peace. Let men keep imperialism, and the 
house their hopes will rest sand” (p. 161). The 
author completely opposed our present plan turn- 
ing the Latin American nations into military bloc; 
believes that any islands taken from Japan should 
placed under the trusteeship the United Nations. Be- 
fore merrily down the road World War III 
might wise give the mature recommendations found 
this book least passing attention. It’s too bad 
destroy the only world have. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Editors Look. Story the FBI. 
Apr. 14, 1947. 286p. $3.75. 


Last night Mr. Edgar Hoover was featured the news- 
reel that saw. was called identify certain 
Mr. Dennis who seemed quite coy with reference his 
past. Mr. Hoover, Director the Federal 


Dutton. 
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Investigation, seemed have amazing amount in- 
formation about Mr. Dennis and furnished the congres- 
sional committee concerned with about dozen aliases 
used circumstances required the said Mr. Dennis, 
Communist. The latter was very indignant; the com- 
mittee was quite impressed; the audience the theatre 
was enthusiastic about Mr. Hoover. Year after year, 
other governmental agency seems able approach the 
popularity achieved the FBI. This may seem strange, 
since the agency directly touches the lives very few 
citizens. Those directly touched, i.e., apprehended the 
FBI, have never been known display any particular love 
for the agency. 
Most people know little about the FBI; many not know 
even the words for which the initials stand. effort 
correct this sad state affairs, Look magazine has pre- 
pared book text and pictures, which the origin 
the FBI, the training its members, the work has ac- 
complished, and its manner operation, mention 
few the topics, are very adequately handled. Over 300 
are used. Most those are the “posed” 
type already familiar those who read Look and similar 
magazines. Famous crimes are reenacted the pictures; 
the text furnishes the detailed information. Many crimes 
which were given less than full scale treatment the 
newspapers receive here their just deserts. This par- 
ticularly true the trials held during the war connec- 
tion with the sentencing enemy spies. Information then 
withheld for reasons national security may now 
released. This especially true the Duquesne ring 
New York City. The ingenious methods devised 
enemy agents transmit information are carefully ex- 
plained. 
Now that the war over the FBI carrying its usual 
warfare against criminals the usual home 
view the fact that there are 6,000,000 people this 
country with police records, quite likely that there 
will immediate opportunity for relaxation. The 
book decidedly informational and very interesting, 
least far the average reader concerned. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 
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Buehrle, Marie Cecilia. Out Many Waters. Bruce. 
Apr. 1947. 236p. $2.75. 

presented three-dimensional fiction form. fre- 
quently, find offered autobiographical fiction, un- 
less ghost-written under joint authorship. The writer 
this novel declares that she has been close the 
Jewish refugee, Erna Rothschild, whose life she describes, 
that easy for her slip into the latter’s life, identify 
herself with the ex-patriate German, and speak her 
name. remains question the reader’s mind, never- 
theless, whether the third-person approach might not 
have made easier and more acceptable the claims the sub- 
ject made make for herself, especially the artlessness, 
joy living, great personal popularity, and quick response 
the simple things life and nature. 

child the sun” Erna Anwalt’s name for herself 
when ten she walked Sundays with her lawyer 
father, her elegant mother, and eight-year-old brother 
the paths the Black Forest the avenues Frei- 


Buehrle 
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burg. Jewish race but not conviction, her mother 
had wished become nun when she was 
school, but adulthood and marriage had crowded out 
thought. believer, either, her father had been 
“You would make marvelous Catholic”. She herself 
was drawn throughout childhood the ceremonies, 
churches and members Rome Germany, and 
adolescence had asked her mother’s permission bap- 
tized. Before that could happen, however, she had lived 
through two world wars, had lost her social position, 
material possessions and German citizenship, 
gled and shivered through England’s blitz years, and with 
husband and two children started life over again the 
United States. 


Her story ends with the words, look now upon the 
Golden Gate California) remembering how 
loved the sun; but now know the inner light that 
matters and brings its own fulfillment. The Forest the 
Stars, Mountains the Schwarzwald, all have van- 
ished. The Everlasting Hills remain.” 


disparateness style characterizes the 
various parts the novel. The effusiveness and spright- 
liness which come very near being cloying the first 
half the book the girl describes her appearance, per- 
sonality, suitors, charming childhood 
disappear when the need for interpretation 
exists and straight reporting will do. Hence the greater 
enjoyment for this reader, last, the chapters which 

escribe Germany after World War and, more par. 
ticularly, the two pages which tell the nightmare that 
ensued when inflation ruined the financial structure 
that unhappy country. (Thus, for example, the hotel 
rooms whose rates started million marks day, but 
since they changed daily the end the week the Roths. 
childs’ bill was billion marks. Dr. Rothschild, having 
sent Berlin for 100 million marks, paid his hotel 
and with the remaining million marks bought one 
pound plums. So, too, the daily duty his clerks who 
before noon each day must remove all funds from 
several bank accounts and with the 
literally anything that could bought, whether pair 
inner soles, doll’s head, second-hand piano stool, 
bottle vinegar.) Other pages describe the lack 
food, fuel and common commodities, and the 
laws which hampered the defeated German’s every move 
following the 1918 Armistice. Similar conviction 
acterizes the reporting experiences England 
World War when the war the air, her 
internment, and their penniless condition 
two-year stay bitter one. 


Much more clearly than character and personality, 
period and setting stand out. sense reality 
friendly little town Southern Germany whose uni 
versity circles the young girl’s parents moved. not 
her happy home life until the father’s death, the 
suitors who presented themselves due time. 
customs are described with nostalgic affection and 
probably idealized. the same time, sense the gather 
ing political storm which was destroy the 
that pleasant life forever. 


When she was ten, one the delightful Sunday jaunt 
was ruined for the family her father’s reading news 
paper account the Dreyfus case. But secure was 
family’s social position, and even more secure her hus 
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band’s family, that anti-Semitism never touched them 
until the Nazis were entrenched Berlin. Then friends 
dropped away, Erna removed the bronze nameplate from 
the outer door, her husband’s publishing business had 
transferred Aryan’s name, their children were 
put school Switzerland, freedom movement was 
curtailed and life itself became uncertain. Though many 
their race escaped from the country, and others their 
good friends were killed the Brown Shirts com- 
mitted suicide, the Rothschilds themselves clung their 
native country until half hour before the Gestapo 
arrived take Dr. Rothschild Dachau. Not har- 
rowing some accounts give it, the picture Jewish 
persecution still grim and stark enough, and their de- 
layed departure not offered melodrama but bit 
human nature which makes drastic decision diffi- 
cult arrive at. 
Scattered through the pages the novel are famous 
names from Who’s Who, the Almanach Gotha and 
Minerva, which their part helping accept the 
statement that the Anwalts and the Rothschilds were in- 
teresting, cultured people who moved among their own 
kind wherever fate took them. How much the story 
fictitious and how much fact, only the author can 
know. But whether read novel biography, the work 
entertaining and thought-provoking. Not the least 
the questions arouses the reader’s mind why, 
world misery, the American Catholic should have re- 
ceived much with little effort. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dean, Vera Micheles. Russia, Menace Promise. 
Holt. Mar. 24, 1947. viii, 158p. $2.00. 


reading this book not bear mind 
recent charges that the Foreign Policy Association 
longer the unbiased research group that 
consider be. There exist documented analyses which 
purport show definite, although cleverly camouflaged, 
pro-Soviet trend the recent publications 
such the case, then Mrs. Dean would given primary 
for the development. 
The study under review would not glaring example 
the alleged technique, although bears some re- 
semblances it. Soviet faults are admitted, although 
slightly understated. counterbalance, American 
limitations, somewhat exaggerated, are also noted. The 
bibliography contains Chamberlin, Kravchenko, and Dal- 
lin; but also contains preponderance uncritically 
pro-Russian authors. 
Individual statements bear out this general picture. Thus, 
Soviet autocracy excused the grounds that the Rus- 
sian people are not yet ready for representative govern- 
ment (p. 33). While admitting that Communist methods 
are unscrupulous, nevertheless argued that Com- 
munism and Christianity are quite similar their aims 
(p. imperialism wrong, but inevitable 
until the United Nations become powerful enough 
ensure justice weak nations (p. 61-62). The author 


quite sure that Great Britain and the United States 
would only stop asking for strategic bases and other 
special advantages, the U.S.S.R. would pursue more peace- 


ful ways (p. 70). 


Dean Janet 


The reviewer considers books this type more dangerous 
than avowedly propagandistic studies. The appearance 
complete impartiality, the ready admission Soviet 
faults, and the plausible comparisons Soviet aims with 
our own would deceive any reader who has not followed 
the subject extensively. Distortions are subtle that 
they are difficult spot. There are many half-truths, 
but few any untruths. But seeing the book whole, 
the reviewer could not recommend it. the uncritical 
reader, would deceptive. The critical and informed 
reader would find too brief and superficial add 


his store knowledge. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Janet, Lillian. Touchstone. Rinehart. Mar. 27, 


1947. 346p. $3.00. 


This novel presents panoramic view two families who 
King Delaney, capable Irish lawyer, who becomes 
leading citizen the town San Francisco. has the 
shrewdness see where the real gold lies. The other 
that his brother, John, kindly and clumsy, who goes off 
the mountains after gold and dies there after years 
failure. The theme the book seen its title, Touch- 
stone, which stone used gold miners determine 
the presence gold silver quartz rubbing the two 
together. The authors (there are two, young women 
reporters from Pennsylvania, Janet Cicchetti, and Lillian 
Ressler) evidently purport test the qualities the char- 
acters throwing them into the rough society those 
days. However, there precious metal any these 
persons. believe there truth them either: they 
are held out Irish Americans during the age expan- 
sion the West. such they are dominated two 
forces, sex and money, later desire for respectability. 
Not once there remote hint any other thought 
crossing the minds these people. mind the pic- 
ture false, and the names mere pegs for the authors 
hang their imaginative notions on. 


King has already set the best house together 
with his wife, Margaret, older woman whom mar- 
ried for her culture and poise. When John comes West, 
King attracted his brother’s wife, Agnes. The two 
carry extra-marital relations, thoroughly satisfying 
both, through most the book. Margaret knows about it, 
but does nothing. King finally breaks off because 
wants “respectability”. Agnes uses John’s lust advance 
her business adventures Sacramento getting money 
and advice from him. Thuswise she becomes its wealthi- 
est citizen. Her own husband, John, dies frustration 
the gold fields. Agnes then tries dominate the lives 
her children, Treese and Keith. Ultimately both escape 
and set independent lives. The end the story con- 
cerns Treese’s escape: she has been forced Agnes into 
marrying foppish Englishman for his social acceptability; 
her real lover the river gambler, Steve Mallot; finally 
these two men clash and the Englishman shot down. 
the book ends Steve driving off the direction 
Treese’s home. 

Once Americans laughed heartily the unreal stereo- 
types the old-fashioned Western romance. the 
same token they should have nothing but scorn for this 
new-fashioned one. the same stuff, served over again, 
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but thickly seasoned with sex, and decorated with sprigs 
psychological analysis. The worst that the story 
reads very well. cleverly constructed, full sus- 
pense, and well written. Language acceptable, except 
for several cases blasphemy. The book will then have 
strong appeal. Further not openly obscene book. 
than its prototype and lower plane. There con- 
fused attempt stating moral principles some talk 
about person’s “integrity”. trifling and un- 
reasonable. There fair immoral incidents 
and few suggestive scenes it; much worse its general 
approach and handling any character: even ordinary 
scenes, entirely the level sensuality. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Lamb, Harold. Garden the Eastward. Double- 
day. Mar. 374p. $2.75. 


Since there are some nice things that can said about 
Garden the Eastward, might well say them 
now, before this review gets involved the book. The 
geographical detail seems authentic, incidental 
descriptions Cairo, Baghdad, and the customs tribal 
Kurdistan. And not infrequently the writing bears the 
unmistakable quality true artistry. 


All this adds the unfortunate conclusion that the 
author capable writing much better book than 
has given us. probably would have given the better 
book had set himself describe the region, the people, 
the customs, and perhaps the impact the war was 
felt these unknown corners the world. Instead 
has attempted embody novel propaganda for most 
shadowy and impractical ideal. The result book that 
slow, tiresome, and unconvincing any book 
this reviewer’s experience. 


The moral the story that man today has come 
long, long way since civilization began, and could 
only find his way back his beginnings would 
much more peaceful, and, quite probably, bit happier. 
romantic vision, surely, but means new, and 
hardly practical; and acquires neither credibility nor 
emotional force the impossible series adventures 
through which his equally shadowy characters discover it. 


Captain Jacob Ide, U.S.A., G-2, Cairo, terminal leave, 
Michal Thorne, young woman whose main interest 
flower gardens, and Sir Clement Bigsby, retired British 
general and expert Kurdistan, are listed the State 
Department missing somewhere the interior Kur- 
distan. Jacob, the urging mysterious stranger, 
bought bronze winged horse, and from that small detail 
the entire story developes. Expert opinion dated this 
bronze back the pre-historical era man, some cen- 
turies before the earliest known bronzes, and was gen- 
erally thought have come from mysterious place 
called somewhere the Eastward. 
naturally, goes search Araman, vaguely feeling that 
really search the cradle human civilization. 
The quest leads Baghdad (with more mysterious 
strangers and even more mysterious riddles), then the 
interior Kurdistan. The first stop Riyat, where the 
aged Sir Clement hands the baton Jacob and tells 


Lamb Fast 
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him all knows about the mysterious Araman. 
also the not aged Michal has repaired escape the 


hard actualities the war, and becomes quite enthusiastic 


for her own reasons about the possibility discovering 
Araman. Later, her womanly intuitions were much 
strengthen Jacob when became more muddled than 
usual. Jacob goes alone, into the mountain country 
the Kurds, and monastery nondescript char- 
acter, and there Michal, breathless flight, rejoins him. 
Together then they over the top the world and dis- 
cover fabulous Araman. 


far the plot moves virtue series intangible 
coincidences and blind compulsions. But the strain 
the reader really becomes acute when the story reaches 
Araman. This mountain and city, the city, natu- 
rally, being the top the mountain. Access 
stone stair cut into the side the cliff; only the hardy 
could make the ascent, though the city was high 
seemed one standing top and looking across 
the valley, wonder that any but the strongest could 
survive. The inhabitants Araman are the genuine, the 
only genuine aboriginals, still persevering their habits 
neighborliness and peace. They also appear and dis 
appear over the side their stronghold with something 
the ease Douglas Fairbanks his prime. Their way 
life intended embody lesson, but never clear 
what the lesson is. The contrast between man 
intrigue. sinister German agent, who had known 
the place for many years, makes his appearance the top 
shortly after Jacob and Michal settle down; shortly after 
Soviet scientific expedition appears the bottom, com- 
plete with wooden-visaged woman scientist, secret radio 
with Moscow, and science the service 
the proletariat. There pitched battle, too, between 
the forces evil and the forces good, but never did 
find out which was which. And running through the 
entire tale the love story Jacob and Michal, 
mance that will leave the most impressionable reader 
impressed. 


Little the book can taken seriously. one 
those meaningless emotional efforts confused mind 
reaching out for more confused ideal and nurturing 
self intuitive processes that only the confused can 
appreciate. has hard core fact, nor history, 
real motivation, intensity either love story 
expression principles. you really want read 
will you harm, even you finish it. 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Fast, Howard. The Children. Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce. Mar. 19, 1947. 190p. $2.50. 


the alternately self-pitying and self-laudatory 
Note” serving preface The Children, Howard Fas 
notes that the book was first written twelve years ago 
“And when finished, when finally wrote the last pag 
book that had come out very gut, realized 
that was like nothing else that had ever read, 
would therefore probably consigned desk drawe 
forever.” Reading the Hemingwayesque first part 
sentence, one knows what for when picks 
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the book; the last clause, can but wish that had 
proved true. 


The book long short story, novella, child life 
the slums New York. says nothing that was not said 
Dead End 1935, and the proportion four-letter 
words about equally high. Bullying, childish im- 
morality, thievery and wanton destruction, make the 
daily schedule these children—Ishky, the sentimental, 
persecuted Jewish boy; Shomake, dreamy, musical Italian; 
Ollie, the king the block, and his halfwit brother, 
Thomas Edison; and Marie, precocious and Irish. For 
variety there are incursions into Negro territory, where 
Ollie’s gang can fight with that Blackbelly. 


One these ends with the vanquishing the Negro 
lads, and the lynching Blackbelly—not Ollie’s origi- 
nal program, but bit bravado that feels must 
see through. After this, life the block resumes its 
normal tenor, the implication being that the lynching has 
effected helpful catharsis all the little devils. 


his foreword, the author boasts how the police chief 
Lynn, Mass., called the original story “The rottenest 
thing ever read!” and how circulation immediately 
zoomed up. Perhaps since that time the chief has read 
things that are rottener, but can have come across few 
less worth the effort involved. 

Dom Bernard Theall, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Ertz, Susan. Mary Hallam. Harper. Mar. 12, 1947. 
265p. $2.75. 


divide people roughly into two classes,” one the 
characters this novel says; “those who live with eye 
their immortal souls and those who don’t.” Mary 
Hallam, girl her early twenties, progresses the first 
class from the second as, depressed hand injury which 
has ruined musical career, she attempts suicide and 
then, with understanding help, wins long fight back 
happiness. Her step-mother’s unfaithfulness Mary’s 
elderly, bumbling father causes Mary leave London; 
because the dishonorable attentions superannuated 
she leaves Paris. humble home Yorkshire 
she finds peace, faith others, and husband. the 
end she has made symbolic return visit her father, 
with her husband and children, home longer in- 
habited the hateful step-mother memories that can 
any longer harm. 


Miss Ertz’s novel has two curious and contradictory tech- 
nical aspects: both arbitrarily contrived and tentative. 
Incidents end patterned commentaries, character com- 
plements character, the ending pat. Yet the whole has 
inconclusive air, though were spade-work series 
sketches for much larger canvas. 


encouraging read novel serious wit and grace- 
fulness which moral problems and the question re- 
are entertained. That they are only fragmentarily 
present realistic touch for the upper middle class 
background portrayed. Unfortunately there some am- 
bivalence the matter unfaithfulness. Letty Hallam 
wrong, one led feel, because her adulteries are 
pattern with her hardness and her unfortunate taste 
art. Maud Cotter, portrayed noble and intelligent 


Ertz Murphy Woodlock 


woman, lived for ten years with married man; although 
she feels certain regrets and cannot face his widow, there 
nothing reprehensible our case” because her taste 
art good and she warm-hearted. should men- 
tioned that there are sordid scenes exploitations 
sensation. Discriminating adult readers will appreciate 
the deft portrayals subtly varying characters, although 
they will regret that more substance has not been wedded 


this exquisite form. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University 


Murphy, Richard T., O.P., ed. Pere Lagrange and 
the Scriptures. Bruce. Mar. 1947. viii, 216p. $3.75. 


This volume the study long and fruitful career, and 
the foundations corporate work scholarship that 
can outlive its founder generations without exhausting 
the field his interests needing especially pass be- 
yond the horizon his foresight. When Marie-Joseph 
Lagrange, O.P., died 1938, left others carry 
forward institute, periodical and series mono- 
graphs, subjects biblical and archaeological, all three 
which enjoy exceptional place international 
scholarly circles. The present volume assessment 
results attained his lifetime; most its material first 
appeared French jubilee volume. Four writers, 
each with solid reputation his own right, undertook 
evaluate the contribution and the influence Lagrange 
the fields their special competence—the Old Testa- 
ment and things Semitic; the New Testament and early 
Christianity; the Hellenistic world; and the comparative 
history religions. these was appended apprecia- 
tion his influence outside academic circles. the 
present edition, two American professors the Scriptures 
whose formation was influenced Lagrange add their 
own tribute, with supplementary data his latest writ- 
ings and his life story. For those whose interests touch 
any way the subject Pére Lagrange’s endeavors, this 
stimulating and lastingly useful work reference. 


Patrick Skehan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Woodlock, Thomas Thinking Over. Declan 
McMullen. Feb. 26, 1947. 292p. $3.00. 


This book selected collection from the daily news- 
paper columns Thomas Woodlock. arranged 
rather well under six different topical headings. 
course, unavoidably, there are certain overlappings and 
repetitions. pass any worthwhile judgment the 
output the average newspaper columnist almost 
impossible task, for (to very charitable) writing 
for the moment and thoughtless the morrow. Mr. 
Woodlock’s columns are distinctly different. Their 
unique quality more timelessness than timeliness. They 
are dated only with the date-marks our times and our 
era. And even when our present epoch has become 
history the future, these columns will maintain their 
validity. 

They are steeped the “Philosophia their 
fabric shot through with the abiding and permanent 
principles objective truth. Mr. Woodlock‘s attention 


, 


focused “Absolutes” and his columns are monu- 
ment the logical principles thinking man can imme- 
diately deduce from fixed and certain truths. His feet 
are the ground—and that ground Catholicism and 
the philosophy baptized. contact with 
and that reality objective and not the subjective pro- 
jection some odd-thinking mind. This book for the 
busy but intelligent man. Stripped all flag-waving 
and pathetic humanitarianism, Mr. Woodlock offers here 
veritable source-book for the basic principles that under- 
lie our democratic way life, our education, our laws and 
our system free enterprise. And the contrast ever 
clear between the structure possess and the founda- 
tions are studiously undermining. 


The book reveals man exceptional intellectual acumen 
and incisive pen. The writing has clarity and force but 
never obstinacy. cannot read one sitting, nor 
should be. taken doses and perhaps only 
the better mind can profit from its medicine. Its merit 
unquestionable. may not great literature, but 
certainly good reading—and valuable reading. 


Lenny, 
Preparatory School 
~ 


Payne, Robert. David and Anna. 
Feb. 25, 1947. 262p. $2.75. 

first glimpse Robert Payne’s ambitiously conceived 
romance between English rubber planter and his ex- 
quisite Eurasian wife quite impressive. his previ- 
ous books, Forever China and Torrents Spring, the 
author has succeeded creating atmosphere that cap- 
tures the almost indescribable qualities the exotic 
Orient. Unfortunately this vitality not imparted 
his characters who seem lost the novelist’s intense 
passion communicate the rare pictorial beauty the 
scene. They are almost wholly devoid human motiva- 
tion, much that the reader scarcely understands 
their actions. 


David, son English vicar, marriage Anna, who 
mixed blood, Portuguese, Chinese, Malay, but the 
beginning his dream single human race that will 
eventually inhabit the earth. For five years they live 
idyllic bliss with their two sons, unmindful all but the 
paradise they have created their Malayan plantation. 
However their individual hearts are buried the seeds 
discord. This clash temperaments bursts forth with 
the arrival Anna’s sister, Teresa, from Singapore. 
Teresa, who about enter the convent, begs David 
become her lover. For some reason (never made clear) 
complies with her wish. Immediately thereafter she 
returns home where, within short time she taken ill 
and dies. Thereupon peace once more restored the 
household David and Anna. 

Were not for the fact that the author reveals himself 
masterful prose artist with his striking descriptions 
nature and native life his book would have very little 
recommend it. Whatever message seeks impart 
through his symbolism lost the elusive nature his 
characters. For example, made clear why 
David, after taking instructions, never becomes Catholic 
which his wife Among the objectionable features must 
mentioned several intimate marital scenes between 
David and Anna; these course must added the 


Dodd, Mead. 


Payne Link Ross 
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whole adulterous sequence between Teresa and David 
(p. 174-79 the book may not en- 
tirely harmful this reviewer hesitates recommend 
save the most unimpressionable reader. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


* x 


Link, Henry The Rediscovery Morals. Dutton. 
Feb. 21, 1947. 223p. $2.50. 


Assuming, correctly, that moral laws are inherent the 
nature people are the physical laws the nature 
matter, the author concludes that they apply universally, 
and are relatively (?) permanent. And concludes 
implication that most the social conflicts the day are 
the inevitable consequences the violation moral laws: 
for they can violated, but not without dangerous con- 
sequences. These moral laws, which identifies with 
the Ten Commandments, are the foundation social 
harmony. forgetting them, violating them, or, what 
amounts the same thing, trying make them fit what 
want rather than what ought do, have 
created our social problems. 


Most the volume devoted the problem racial 
relations, maintaining that only when consider them 
terms principles will near solving them. This 
means getting the real causes, and not the imaginary 
causes: hatred, not racial differences; selfishness and greed, 
not class differences. And the principal means effecting 
this change attitude through education, both secular 
and religious. Education must return its original 
pose and emphasize the dignity man, regardless any 
accidental differences, and must emphasize too the 
teachings Christ (meaning, would seem, that curious 
abstraction, the ethical teachings Christ). 


Apart from few inaccurate statements about religion, 
and one unexplained ambiguity referring the “super 
stition and supernaturalism the older religions” (p. 46), 


Charles Denecke, S.]., 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Ross, Nancy The Left Hand the 
Sloane Associates. Feb. 11, 1947. 390p. $3.50. 


F’s Daughter has fictional sister, seems. 
erika Perry, the principal character this “modern’ 
novel, meet another young matron her thirties 
confused the war-caused upheaval her 
social world. Miss Ross has written her novel 
apparent premise that Frederika’s boredom with her mar 
riage and way life represent common situation 
United States today. 


Frederika’s husband, Christopher, prepares enlist 
she moved make critical examination her 
life. She sums her early childhood small up-Stat 
New York town, her college romance from which she 
rather ridiculously because its uncertain future, and 
fourteen years marriage with Christopher, her cousin 
The two children the marriage, now their adole 
cence, are away school. Friends and relatives 
but dull social fare. all, Frederika precisely 
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the mood conclude that her marriage has caused her 
neglect her painting and has ensnared her mesh 
futility. Thus properly bored all, she proceeds 
build friendship with Viennese refugee, who stimulates 
her think world problems, encourages return 
painting and gives her, the parlance the day, brand 
new lease life. Franz Allers, the refugee, fairly 
attractive character, kind fictional Charles Boyer. 
Having seen the rape Europe, nevertheless retains 
his interest in, and his will to, life. But what glimpses 
the recesses Frederika Perry’s mind, and finds attrac- 
tive, hard understand. Author Ross has it, however, 
that Franz believes Frederika will supply just the element 
complement his maturity and assist him starting life 
anew. The story comes climax, called “magnificent” 
the jacket (some people are easily satisfied) with 
Frederika’s decision divorce Christopher and marry 
Franz, who had become her paramour. doing, the 
author wants believe, Frederika finally attains 
maturity. 

would less than just not say that the novel 
entertaining, with excellent characterizations particularly 
some the older generation. The professor’s lectures 
and the discussions art are stimulating, though obvi- 
ously superficial least one place where the “Immacu- 
late Conception” given the usual misinterpretation. 
Some the expressions are risque and the two love 
scenes are objectionable. One wonders what kind axe 
the writer this type novel has grind. How Fred- 
erika suddenly reached maturity displayed remarkable 
courage her decision seek divorce beyond the 
pen. isn’t true that one demonstrates 
maturity and courage living one’s responsibilities? 
Perhaps the Republican Congress, Mr. Truman, the 
Supreme Court has given new ruling that supersedes 
the old. Anyway, one would like challenge Miss Ross 
write sequel, based upon the statistics divorces 
and second marriages Viennese refugees, show how 
Frederika uses her 1947 model revitalized self prove 
the wisdom her decision. 


The final pages the book show her patiently waiting 
out and desultorily defending for three days against her 
husband’s arguments the divorce. When reproaches 
her for her unfeeling attitude toward the children, she 
that children are not valid reasons for continuing 
the marriage. Anyway the war will make the broken 
home seem much less broken because around them 
(the children) homes are breaking up. Actually our 
home was broken anyway—the fixed pattern. 
gone away school, you’ve gone war.” Then she 
concludes this exhibition microscopically close logic 
saying, “We should never have had them.” few sen- 
tences later, she comes forth with this: “What children 
anywhere the world today have security? Where are 
England? China? France, Russia, Hol- 
land, Austria, Japan, Germany? And perhaps security 
isn’t after all, the biggest thing, the most important thing. 
had it. Did work for us? did simply make 
soft and unconscious and unwilling grow and 
face the tough life adults?” After which, Christopher 
says stonily, “I’m going bed,” and sensibly does that 
very thing. 

But why on. The reviewer almost confused 
Frederika. Just what Frederika has now become 
“awake” question for Ellery Queen, Sam Spade, 


Philip Marlowe, and Messrs. Pinkerton and Burns dis- 
cover. can hardly recommend that even the most 
mature adults let concern them. Much better than 
that, should what Christopher did. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Lay, Margaret Ceylun. Rinehart. Jan. 23, 
1947. 313p. $2.75. 

Brev Shore was respectable dirt farmer the backlands 
Georgia shortly after the turn the century, capable 
man, tender-hearted and generous, fairly educated, 
amateur painter, excellent farmer and moderately well- 
to-do but ancestrally The Lithoways were 
the aristocracy the region and their home, Lithoway 
Acres, was historical showplace. But inept and gam- 
bling Syl Lithoway had dissipated the remnants the 
family fortune and most the historical relics had been 
sold secretly maintain the front demanded aristo- 
cratic pride. There was still the Lithoway land whose 
proper working would maintain the family home and posi- 
tion but there was one work it. And Kate Litho- 
way came Brev with proposition—work the land for 
major share the profits but marry the lushly beautiful 
and wilful Ceylun Lithoway that, member the 
family, his task would cause comment and the Litho- 
way plight would not revealed. For years Brev has 
been hopelessly love with Ceylun—hopelessly because 
his own ancestry too obscure permit union with the 
proud Lithoways. The marriage one conveni- 
ence only and, spite the curb thus put upon his 
desire, Brev accepts because will least enable him 
see Ceylun daily and permit him shower her with gifts. 
atmosphere restraint, complicated suspicion 
Ceylun’s past conduct, Brev brings her bride 
his home. The strained relationship eases gradually and 
the two develop working agreement which makes life 
least livable. But then Brev’s wild cousin Mac returns 
from Texas and calmly announces that intends take 
Ceylun from Brev. Brev forced neglect her since 
must spend long periods away from home working the 
development the Lithoway land. suspects that 
Ceylun inclined toward the dashing Mac and the 
strength those suspicions accuses her falsely. Ceylun, 
however, falling love with Brev but persists 
misunderstanding her and the situation worsens. Ceylun 
tries convey her feelings toward Brev and tries offer 
her help his efforts but that only succeeds straining 
further the relationship. Finally, working save 
innocent negro from lynching over attack white 
woman, Brev becomes involved with mob which beats 
him cruelly and destroys his prized and carefully built 
farm. this extremity discovers Ceylun’s love and 
the falsity his suspicions. They begin life happily 
man and wife story’s end. 

With its main theme capably and correctly developed 
Ceylun fairly interesting and readable book. The 
final solution quite moral but the author’s insistence 
upon Brev’s physical lust for Ceylun does not fall the 
same category nor does his sexual interest the promiscu- 
ous Bonny Watson. Lastly lewd, obscene and lascivious 
mountain family, the Dunkels, are introduced comedy 
characters and their actions are given implicit approval. 
These lapses and especially the last are sufficient pre- 
vent recommendation the book any class reader. 
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Willingham, Calder. End Man. 
Feb. 11, 1947. 350p. $2.75. 


Annapolis and West Point are the two major officer- 
training military institutions the United States. These 
and several smaller institutions, devoted the same end, 
are completely and directly controlled the Armed 
Services. However, there another group institutions, 
the military academies and colleges, privately owned and 
operated but subsidized and indirectly controlled the 
military for the same purpose. life one these 
institutions, known simply The Academy, that the 
author writes. The scene Georgia, the time, the present. 
Robert Marquales, from family moderate means, so- 
cially and culturally adequate, enrolled Freshman 
The Academy. has neither definite goal nor real 
desire, fact, adequate reason for his choice ever 
given. discipline, drill and the hard physical life, 
regulated minutely the clock, added the dehumani- 
zation practiced upon the hapless Freshmen the upper- 
classmen. Hazing consisted physical punishment, 
psychic and spiritual degradation. Drinking and sexuality 
were regular extra-curricular practices; cadets attained 
greater proficiency pornographic language than any 
other branch English. 
Marquales became involved with several groups stu- 
dents, finally choosing fraternize with upperclassmen 
rather than with his own group. After shepherding the 
drunken Jocko Paris past the Officer the Day was 
adopted that competently immoral rake. was al- 
most involved for time with pair sexual perverts 
but his own desires were sufficiently normal prevent 
any joining their practices. Paris involved him 
cheating accomplice poker game which dumb 
football player, Roger Gatt, was fleeced ninety dollars. 
When Gatt attempted recover the money from Mar- 
quales the whole matter came under the investigation 
General Draughton, Academy Superintendent, and all the 
guilty, with the exception Marquales, were expelled. 
The book closes with exhortation General Draugh- 
ton the corps indicating that life The Academy 
designed have student “end man”. 
Brutality, obscenity, bestiality, pornography, profanity, 
blasphemy and perversion are the matter this 
designs show the type life led certain institutions 
but succeeds only giving picture total depravity. 
There little attempt made show any the good 
which, all probability, exists side side with the evil. 
Only the latter shown and shown abundant detail. 
true that much this depravity does exist but 
fitter matter for sociological documents handled com- 
petent experts than for authors this type book. There 
serious attempt give complete picture Robert 
Marquales and his associates, real picturing motiva- 
tion, character analysis, interplay forces leading 
final results. Instead there only puerile recounting 
obscenities masquerading under the guise serious 
novel. The dehumanization the characters com- 
plete that they remain merely functioning animals. This 
reviewer can see little value the book and can recom- 

Inadvertently, credit for the review Nevil Shute’s 
The Chequer Board (page was omitted from the 
last issue, Volume No. review was written 


Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., Washington, 


Vanguard. 
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